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Minutes 

Architectural Review Board 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Wednesday, September 22, 2021 

7:30 pm 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm, Wednesday, September 22, 2021, at the 

Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairman Dan Loughney.   

 

Members Present:  Chairman, Dan Loughney 

    Nick Bagley 

    Dan Gagliardi 

    Andy Gonzalez 

 

Members Absent:  Heather Kornreich 

 

Staff Present:   Patti Tipa, Board Secretary 

 

Staff Absent:   Peter Miley, Building Inspector 

 

RETURNING CASES: 
 

1. Wells Fargo     Case #ARB21-10 

195 N Bedford Road    Lighting Changes   

Mount Kisco, NY 10549 

 

Chairman Loughney called Wells Fargo.   Alex Andrup, representing Wells Fargo, appeared 

before the Board.  Chairman Loughney asked Mr. Andrup to describe the project before the 

Board.  Alex Andrub said that Wells Fargo is doing a nationwide program where they are taking 

all of their exterior ATM’s and bringing them into compliance with foot candle lighting 

requirements.  This project is to bring this ATM into compliance with the State statutes.  

Chairman Loughney asked where the ATM is located.  Alex Andrup said the ATM is actually 

located in the lobby.  It is a 24-hour access lobby so it counts as an exterior ATM according to 

the State’s requirements even though it is technically inside.   Alex Andrup handed out 

elevations to the Board.   

 

Chairman Loughney asked if there were cut sheets for the specific lights that will be added to the 

building.  Andy Gonzalez said the cuts sheets are located on Plans C4 and C5.  Chairman 

Loughney said there are cylindrical lights mounted higher, about 10 feet off the ground.  Alex 

Andrup said the cylindrical fixtures exist on site and the CTJ1’s below them are the lights that 

are being added at approximately 10 feet off the ground.  He said the cylindrical fixtures are 

about 15 to 18 feet off the ground.  Dan Gagliardi asked if the cylindrical lights would be 

removed.  Alex Andrup said they would remain on the building.   Chairman Loughney asked if 

there was any concern about sending light down upon the new fixtures.  Alex Andrup said the 

cylindrical lights will be sending light down on to the new fixtures but they are not used for 

security compliance so the amount of light they add is not much.  They are basically just washing 
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the wall.  Andy Gonzalez asked if the calculations were based on only the new fixtures being 

added and do not include the lumen levels of the existing cylindrical fixtures.  Alex Andrup said 

before they do any lighting design, they take the photometric levels of the existing conditions so 

it does incorporate the existing lights.  Andy Gonzalex said then the existing lights would have to 

remain or change the output of the new lighting.  Alex Andrup said that was correct.  The 

existing lights would not be counted on for compliance and the new fixtures will be compliant so 

even if the cylindrical lights go out, the new fixtures, which are controlled by the bank would 

still be compliant. 

 

Chairman Loughney inquired about the rendering that indicated how the new lights are going to 

project but pointed out they don’t include the existing lighting.  Alex Andrup said the rendering 

don’t include the existing lighting so they can show that what they are proposing is compliant.  

Chairman Loughney asked Patti Tipa if there is any concern about them going above allowable 

lumens once all of the lights are on.  Patti Tipa said when this application first came to the 

Village, it went to the Village Planner for review and it was determined that it didn’t need to go 

to the Planning Board.  Alex Andrup also pointed out that under the canopies they are replacing 

and removing recessed lights to keep those light levels lower.  They are planning to replace one 

for two recessed lights with LED lights so they are not over lighting the area. 

 

MOTION: 

 

Nick Bagley made a motion to approve the application as presented.  Andy Gonzalez 

seconded the motion.  All ayes. 

 

2. Karle Subdivision    Case #ARB20-06 

155 Croton Avenue    New Single Family 

Mount Kisco, NY 10549   Residence 

 

Chairman Loughney called Karle Subdivision.  Mark Elliott appeared before the Board 

representing the Karle Subdivision.  He said he is returning to the Board for a change of 

elevations and footprint change.  Chairman Loughney indicated this was originally approved in 

early 2020.  He asked Mr. Elliott to elaborate on the changes before the Board. 

 

Mark Elliott said specifically what is different is the siding.  They have changed the siding to a 

board and batten style, vertical siding.  The windows are traditionally a white vinyl clad on the 

outside.  He said this has turned into a custom-built home for a client, which is why the changes 

are being presented.  They have now chosen to do an Anderson white on black vinyl, which has 

become a very popular look in the last few years.  He said they have included light fixtures, basic 

sconces at the entry points.   

 

Chairman Loughney said he noticed on the front elevation there are now three peaks versus two 

originally.  Mark Elliott said that was correct.  The design was changes and there are now three 

reverse gables on the front of the house.  Chairman Loughney said it also appears that there is a 

second roofline across the top.  Mark Elliot said there was always a roof over the entry porch.  

Chairman Loughney said on drawing Number 6, looking at it from the left side, there is now a 

second peak.  He said on the left side of the house there is a lower peak and now on the right side 
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actually goes higher, which is shown as a change in elevation on the front elevation plan.  

Chairman Loughney pointed out the changes to Mark Elliott.  Mark Elliott said on the back of 

the house there was a reverse gable.  The house is now pushed out two feet to square off the 

house, which has resulted in an elevation change for that peak.  It went a little bit higher than the 

original proposed ridge, which is why you are seeing a jog now.  Chairman Loughney said the 

porch in the front is also bumped out now.  Mark Elliot said that was correct.  Chairman 

Loughney asked if that was alright with the Town.  Patti Tipa indicated that the Village has not 

yet reviewed the construction drawings and zoning analysis for this project.  They have gone 

before the Planning Board for the subdivision and before the ARB for approval, which is 

required before a building permit can be issued. 

 

MOTION: 

 

Dan Galgliardi made a motion to approve this application.  Andy Gonzalez seconded the 

motion.  All ayes. 

 

NEW CASES: 

 

1.  Pearl Dental     ARB Case #21-16 

495 Main Street    Signage 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairman Loughney called Pearl Dental.  John Oliva from C&M Sign Company appeared before 

the Board.  John Oliva said there is no current sign package for this building so they are 

proposing to do an electric ground sign and wall sign.  He said the entrance is from the parking 

lot. Originally, they had wanted to do two wall signs but are unable to do one on the front, 

without a variance, because there is no entrance on the front.  They want to address traffic in 

both directions so they are proposing the ground sign and one wall sign.  He showed the Board 

photos of the existing site conditions.  There was no wall sign but at one time there was ground 

sign located on the other side of the driveway.  John Oliva pointed out that it is difficult to see 

coming out of the driveway so he showed, using cardboard, where the ground sign would be 

located.  He said there are more issues trying to go south from this driveway because you have to 

pull out further because the building to the south of this is closer to the road.  He said the 

proposed ground sign would be about 13 feet back from the road. 

 

John Oliva said the signs would have a blue background with white letters and the illumination 

will only show through the letters, as required by the Sign Code.  He said he would like to do the 

cabinet in black because they are still planning to paint the façade of the building and he is 

anticipating painting the building black and white.  He doesn’t think the bronze that was 

proposed will work.  Patti Tipa said it can be noted that you want the cabinet to be black in the 

motion.  Andy Gonzalez asked if it could be approved with the option of a black or bronze 

cabinet.  Patti Tipa said yes.  Nick Bagley asked if the ground sign would be able to be seen from 

both sides.  John Oliva said yes, whatever is white on the sign will be illuminated on both sides.  

Dan Loughney asked if the address number has to be on the building.  Patti Tipa said the number 

should be displayed on the building for 911 purposes. 
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MOTION: 

 

Nick Bagley made a motion to approve this application with the caveat that either a black 

or bronze cabinet could be used for the signage.   Dan Gagliardi seconded the motion.  All 

ayes. 

 

2. McGrath Realty    Case #ARB21-17 

295 Main Street    Signage 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairman Loughney called 295 Main Street.  John Oliva from C&M Sign Company appeared 

before the Board.  John Oliva said there have been some changes made to this building.  It has 

recently been painted black and white, as shown in the site photographs of the building.  He 

indicated that the tenant McGrath Realty has taken over the entire front portion of the building.  

He said there is another building in the back.  The landlord wanted to have it appear that the 

entire building is for McGrath Realty.  John Oliva said the directory sign was approved at a 

previous time.   

 

John Oliva said his idea is to address both sides of the building.  He wanted to use the area for 

the 295 with the sign and then he wanted to move the 295 over.  He said he thought it would be 

more interesting to have the logo on the front, having one sign that wraps around the corner.   

One side is suggestive that when you see the logo, you know who it is.  Coming north, you 

would see the name and the logo at the same time.  John Oliva said he is going to eliminate the 

295 from the wall but it will remain on the ground sign.  He said the ground sign is a directory 

for the people in the back of the building.  He said they should probably address the colors of the 

ground sign since the ivory is no longer applicable.  Chairman Loughney asked if changing the  

background color of a sign would require a permit.  Patti Tipa asked if any part of the structure 

of the sign would be changing.  John Oliva said that everything that you see in ivory on the sign 

would be changed to white.  Patti Tipa said you would not be changing the sign itself, but rather 

the color.  She asked if the panels on the sign would stay the same.  John Oliva said they would. 

 

Nick Bagley said he noticed there are some signage on the windows that say McGrath in two 

places.  He asked if that is something that was previously approved.  Patti Tipa explained that 

window signage is not subject to permitting.  There is a dimensional limitation in that not more 

than 25% of the window can be covered by a sign that is placed on it..  What is there is within 

that.  John Oliva said he’s not in favor as it clashes with the sign but the clients like it and they 

were installed first.  Chairman Loughney asked if it would be possible to remove them now that 

they will have the wall sign.  John Oliva said if the Board makes them.  Chairman Loughney said 

he doesn’t know if the Board can make them but he asked if Mr. Oliva could ask them.  He feels 

it’s redundant to have the logo three times on the front of the building.  John Oliva said he thinks 

there is an odd number of windows.  It would look better to have one wall sign on the center 

window.  John Oliva said he could ask them. 
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Motion: 

 

Dan Gagliardi made a motion to approve this application.  Nick Bagley seconded the 

motion.  All ayes. 

 

3. Neighbors Link    Case #ARB21-19 

27 Columbus Avenue   Signage 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairman Loughney called Neighbors Link.  Chris from Star Sign and Graphics appeared before 

the Board representing Neighbors Link.  He said they are proposing new signage for Neighbors 

Link.  He said they currently have signage there.  They have redone their logo and color changes.  

He said there is also a free-standing, double sided sign perpendicular to the road, which will be 

swapped out as well.  The signage will be placed in the same locations. 

 

Chairman Loughney asked if the ground sign was being changed from a single sided sign to a 

double-sided sign.  Chris said he believes one of the panels had fallen off and the ground sign 

would be double sided.  Nick Bagley asked if the address would appear on the new sign.  Chris 

said not that he was aware of.  The design was approved by Neighbors Link.  Chairman 

Loughney asked if the building’s address is located anywhere else.  Patti Tipa said it could be 

located on the entrance doorway. 

 

Motion: 

 

Andy Gonzalez made a motion to approve the application.  Dan Gagliardi seconded the 

motion.  All ayes. 

 

4. Sabia Residence    Case #ARB21-14 

129 Croton Avenue    Rooftop solar 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairman Loughney called Sabia Residence.  No one appeared on behalf of this application. 

 

5. Ransom Residence    Case #ARB21-18 

84 Croton Avenue    Replace windows and coping  

Mount Kisco, NY  10549   on parapet 

 

Chairman Loughney called Ransom Residence.  Tim Lener, architect, appeared before the Board 

representing the Ransom Residence.  Chairman Loughney asked him to explain the project. 

 

Tim Lener showed the Board additional photos of the project.  He said they are basically 

replacing windows and some millwork.  He said there is a room on the left hand side of the 

house, which is a family room.  He said the windows are probably from the 70’s.  They are 

Anderson casement windows.  They don’t operate.  He said there are some historic photographs 

that his client found and when you zoom into that family room side, you’ll see that there were 

more authentic windows for that sunroom with flanking windows that had grids in them and 
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picture windows in the center.  He said before he had even seen the pictures, he had done his 

design.  Tim Lener said the windows would be Andersen windows in a dark bronze color, that 

will match the millwork on the rest of the house.  He said in addition to the windows, there is a 

flat roof above that section that they would like to utilize.  He would need a 3-foot high railing 

around it.  The coping around it is destroyed.  He is proposing to leave the stucco, raise it up 

using a brick soldier course and then cap it with a 2” thick blue stone.  Tim Lener said there is 

brick on the chimney and blue stone on the porch so the materials will be tying in to what is there 

already.  Chairman Loughney asked if the blue stone would be visible from the street. Tim Lener 

said yes, it will be about 2” thick with a rock face edge to match the front steps.   Chairman 

Loughney asked if they would be adding a door on the side.  Tim Lener said there is a door in the 

rear only windows on the side.   

 

Motion: 

 

Nick Bagley made a motion to approve the application.  Dan Gagliardi seconded the 

motion.  All ayes.  
 

6. Spencmorg LLC    Case #ARB21-15 

333 Lexington Avenue   2nd floor addition 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairman Loughney called 333 Lexington Avenue.  Steven Helmes, architect with the Helmes 

Group, and Richard Stumbo, President and Owner of Spencmorg appeared before the Board. 

 

Steven Helmes indicated that Mr. Stumbo acquired the property back in January and reached out 

to the Helmes Group sometime in March.  He said they measured the building and had the 

survey updated by H Stanley Johnson.  They put together a design and then met with the 

Building Inspector, Peter Miley and Village Planner, Jan Johnnessen.  They were told they 

needed front and side yard variances from the Zoning Board of Appeals, which they were 

successful in receiving last night. 

 

Steven Helmes said the property is located at 333 Lexington Avenue at the corner of Lexington 

Avenue and Locust Street.  It is a narrow and deep lot.  The building that sits there today is a 

one-story, concrete block retail/storage building, formerly Mount Kisco Glass.  He showed the 

Board a photo the building, which is about 43 years old.  The footprint is about 1500 square feet.  

Steven Helmes said they could not expand the footprint on the first floor so they propose a 

vertical expansion of the building.  It is a split-face, concrete block building.  He indicated that 

the owner does not need a whole lot of space but he does need office space.   

 

Steven Helmes said they came up with the Gambrel design, which would afford him a little less 

than 1200 square feet on the second floor with a bathroom.  He showed the Board the proposed 

elevations of the building.  He said the existing windows would be replaced with black Marvin 

windows with a lighter color on the building, likely white, with a charcoal roof color.  The 

windows would have a 6 over 1 light pattern to break up the scale.  This property backs up to a 

residential district so they are sensitive to that scale.  Steven Helmes said they would like to go 

with a cupola on the top of the building, which would be constructed on site.  He added there 
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would be black louvers to pick up the windows.  He showed the Board a rendering, which 

incorporates a split-rail fence along the property.  He said the rear elevation is very similar to the 

front of the building.  Steven Helmes showed the Board the proposed floor plans showing the 

first floor with vehicle storage, storage and office and second floor office.  He said they are 

going to illuminate the lot with four bollards, two in the front and two in the rear about 36” high.  

He sid this operation is not open the public.  It is an office that operates generally from 9 am to 5 

pm.  He said there will be a wall pack on the front and the rear of the building to illuminate the 

area safely.  He added they also be cleaning up the site and adding landscaping.  The fence is 

being added to discourage people in the neighborhood from parking on this lot.   

 

Rich Stumbo said they do not entertain guests.  He said this space would be for himself and 4 or 

5 staff members to come into the office.  He said the vehicles stored on the lower level would go 

out in the morning and not come back until the end of the day.  They have a lot of disposable 

equipment that they use in the field.  They do not do any work on site except for office.  He said 

the only deliveries that would be make would be FedEx or UPS or any delivery of equipment.  

Richard Stumbo said they are looking to blend in with the neighborhood.  They are not looking 

to even have a sign.  Steven Helmes said the existing pylon sign in front is to be removed at the 

request of the Planning Board.  He said they would not be coming back to the Board for any 

signage.  He said they are entertaining Hardi siding.  He likes the scale of a shingle rather than a 

clapboard.  They are proposing a dimensional shingle in charcoal for the roof. 

 

Chairman Loughney asked if this was a conceptual application.  Patti Tipa indicated that this 

project is not far enough along in the Planning Board process for this Board to vote on the 

application at this time.  Generally, with projects before Planning, a SEQR determination must 

be made before the ARB can vote, which hasn’t been done yet.  The Board can provide feedback 

on the application.  Chairman Loughney asked to see the renderings again.  He said this has a 

Dutch colonial look to it.  He asked if there was a real feel for including the cupola.  Steven 

Helmes the cupola is a focal point that he feels strongly about.  It breaks up the long ridge line 

and it gives it some scale.  Nick Bagley said the cupola does break it up a bit.  Chairman 

Loughney asked if the first floor was going to be the same material as is existing.  Rich Stumbo 

said they will likely point and paint the building for now.  Steven Helmes added along with 

changing out the windows and landscaping.  Andy Gonzalez suggested that when this application 

returns before the Board, if the colors of the materials could be included. 

 

MINUTES:    July 21, 2021 

  

Dan Gagliardi made a motion to approve the minutes of July 16, 2021.  Andy Gonzalez 

seconded the motion.  All ayes 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dan Loughney, Chairman 

 

/pat. 


